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^g^arding Viet Nam. ^ 

1. "our men were sent there in the first instance to help the £ 

South Vietnamese. We put some additional forces in there to secur^ 
certain installations, because they had been subject to mortar 
attack and bombings and things of that sort. Now, obviouslywe 
don't expect these men to sit there like hypnotized rabbits wait- 
ing for the Viet Cong to strike. They are out in the surrounding 
countryside to be sure that the Viet Cong is kept off balance and 
a strong strike force is not organized in the neighborhood_fco 

strike these installations. So that we would expect during this 

* 

monsoon season there would be some sharp engagements between the 
Viet Cong and our people.” 

2. "Through four years of bilateral discussions, through 
attempts to use the machinery of the Geneva Conferences, at the 
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varying our operations actually on the ground, by all sorts of ways, 
we have probed to find out whether the other side is interested in a 
peaceful settlement. The conclusion one must reach today is that they 

have shown no indication of being willing to hold their hand and stop 

their aggression against the South.” 

are 

3. "TheseAqce questions (unification) that can be settled by the 
Vietnamese themselves, both in the North and in the South, fbat free 
elections, in time. What cannot be permitted is that either side 
attempt to settle these questions by force , 11 

4. ”Our basic mission there is to assist the South Vietnamese to 
build a viable society, to be free from aggression from the outside. 
For the last five years the other side has publicly announced _Ehat 

it was going after South Viet Nam and has been sending trained infil- 
trators in increasing numbers and indeed now certain units of the 
North Vietnamese armed forces. It would be disastrous to the peace 

of the Pacific and to the general peace if this major step in aggres- 
sion were to be left unchallenged.! 1 

5. "There are many who say that you can't settle this problem 
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by military means. We would agree with that, in &e sense that it 
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requires action on the military, economic, political and social 
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| sides. But we have to be careful that we don^t^ say it is only n 
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the other side that can achieve a solution by military means. In 1959 


and 1960 Hanoi made some basic decisions to step it up and go after 
South Viet-Nam, and that has required ourselves and the Australians 
and the Koreans and others to come in there and give them some help. 

It is quite clear that the other side has stepped up its military 
operations. If there is to be peace in that area, and the South 
Vietnamese are to be secure, this stepped-up operation has to be met." 

6. * f Y don* t want to predict the future as respects American 
forces. I think that it is fair to say that neither side wants a 
big war over Southeast Asia. But on the other hand, the other side 
wants Southeast Asia. So we have got to create a situation where 
they must recognize that they are not. going to get Southeast Asj.a 

by force, and therefore the only solution is to bring this to a 
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peaceful solution as soon as possible. We are not going to be 

i * 

chased out of there in our effort to assist the South Vietnamese." 
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